The epidemic of small-pox in 1857, in consequence of which the managers were induced to institute a system of free vaccination in connection with the dispensary, and to memorialize the Lord Advocate to bring into parliament a measure to render vaccination compulsory, as in England and elsewhere, has, after a period of two years of comparative immunity from this dreadful scourge, been succeeded by a similar visitation in 1859, which threatens to be one of equal, if not greater severity, than that which was then experienced. The managers have again urged on the Lord Advocate the introduction of a compulsory measure.
admitted to the fever hospital, including small-pox, last year was 535, which exceeds the number admitted the previous year by 25. This slight excess is more than accounted for by the sudden outbreak of an epidemic of small-pox at the end of the year, which is still raging with considerable intensity. The number of small-pox patients at present in the house greatly exceeds the number admitted within so short a time for many years past; and if, from the number of patients admitted into the fever hospital, there is deducted the number of smallpox cases, which amounted to 128, it will be found that the fever cases are even less this year than they were last.
When it is considered that we possess in vaccination an all but certain preventative of small-pox?a means, if not altogether of prevention in every case, at least of great mitigation of its effects?it is to be regretted that in this country, where the discovery originated, so few should avail themselves of it. Of the security which it affords there can be no question, and the only difficulty which remains is to overcome the apathy and ignorance which prevail to so great an extent on this subject. At present it is not merely in the poorer localities where this disease rages, but it will be found in the best streets and in the most spacious mansions of the city.
It has long been observed that persons coming from the Highlands to large cities are especially liable to be attacked by this disease. Many female servants, labourers, and mechanics in this city, come from the Highlands; and when smallpox appears, they are among its first victims, and are the means of propagating it among the families and in the houses and factories in which they are employed. It would be very desirable that the rule which prevails in some countries, that no person will receive employment, and that no child will be admitted into the schools, who does not produce satisfactory evidence of his having been vaccinated, should be adopted in this country.
The number of medical and surgical patients admitted during the past year was 2776, which exceeds the number admitted the previous year by 64. So that it appears that the total number of patients admitted this year exceeds the number admitted in the previous year by 89. Of the surgical cases, a large number, amounting to 513, were accidents, which are admitted, not only from the city, but from the surrounding and even from remote districts, without letters of recommendation, on being brought to the hospital. A very large number of surgical operations of the most serious character have been performed, and in many cases with the most successful results.
The sanitary condition of the hospital has been excellent during the whole of the year, there being an entire absence of those diseases which often visit hospitals, and which are supposed to be originated in them when their sanitary arrangements are defective. The practice of having each of the wards emptied for some time, and thoroughly purified, which has been found to be attended with most salutary results in previous years, has been continued during the past year.
The erection of a new surgical hospital has engaged much of the attention of the managers during the past year. This measure had been in contemplation for several years, and the managers having been empowered by the general court of contributors, in 1853, to expend the necessary sum for providing additional accommodation, they proceeded, in the beginning of the past year, to make arrangements for carrying out this undertaking. The great decrease of fever since 1853 had enabled them to set apart a portion of the fever hospital for ordinary medical and surgical cases, and to delay the commencement of a new building; but the increasing demand for additional accommodation for the latter class of cases, and the probability that the great immunity from epidemic fever which has prevailed for the last few years might soon cease, made it apparent that the erection of a new hospital could no longer be delayed with safety.
Additional ground contiguous to the Infirmary, belonging to the city corporation, had to be acquired. This ground, which, besides giving space for the erection of the building, will also be suitable for airing ground for the patients, was acquired in July last, for payment of an annual rent of ?100. 200 patients, so that on its completion the available accommodation will be 650 beds, which the managers anticipate will be sufficient for the wants of the city for many years to come. In the meantime, the larger space at their command will enable them, in ordinary circumstances, by diminishing the number of beds in each ward, greatly to increase the space allowed for each patient, and thereby to add greatly to the comfort of the patients, and place them in circumstances more favourable for recovery. In the new hospital the ceilings will be two feet higher, and the breadth of the wards six feet greater, than in other parts of the house. Even with the full complement of 200 patients, the cubic feet allowed for each will considerably exceed 1000. Another feature of the new hospital is the addition of day-rooms for convalescent patients, which are rarely met with in hospitals in this country. Ample provision has been made for the heating and ventilation of the building on the most improved principles. The centre of the building will be surmounted by a spacious and welllighted operating theatre, and a hoist has been provided for the carriage of patients from the different wards.
In consequence of there being no provision made under the existing rules for the election of a successor to a dispensary physician or surgeon, who may be elected to the office of physician or surgeon to the house, the managers resolved that in the event of a vacancy occurring in the office of physician or surgeon to the dispensary, by the election of either of the dispensary physicians or surgeons to the office of physician or surgeon to the house, such vacancy shall be filled up by election of the managers at a meeting to be called for that purpose, and to be held not later than three weeks from the day such vacancy shall take place. To the above enactment, as forming a by-law in addition to the existing by-laws on the subject of the dispensary, the sanction of this general court is now solicited.
The managers have now to direct the attention of this court to the financial affairs of the Infirmary during the past year. The details of income and expenditure will be found in the financial statement and The next item of income consists of students' fees, which have this year amounted to ?1031. 5s., which exceeds the sum received last year by ?240.12s., and is accounted for by the large increase in the number of students who pursue their studies at the Infirmary. The sum received from parochial boards has amounted to ?337. 7s. 6d., which is smaller than usual, on account of the very great diminution of fever cases, for the admission of which it is principally received.
Under the head of expenditure, the principal sum consists of house expenses, which have this year amounted to ?7582. 19s., which is ?350 less than it was the previous year.
In conclusion, the managers have to express their thanks to the various officers of the institution for their services during the past year. To the physicians, Drs This bequest does not appear in the treasurer'a accounts, as payment is suspended till the deaths of several life-renters.
The directors have pleasure in calling the attention of the subscribers and the public to the portrait of Dr. Mackenzie, which now adorns the walls of the Infirmary. They are aware of the circumstances under which it was painted, and that, although the expense of it appears in the account, it is no burden on the proper funds of the institution.
For several years past, fees have been sent to the surgeons for their services; and Dr. Mackenzie having always returned the fee sent to him, the accumulated amount has, by the general desire of the directors, been applied to the purpose referred to. It will be acknowledged not only as a most excellent likeness, but also as a most appropriate decoration for an institution which he was so instrumental in originating, and which has so long been associated with his name, upheld by his celebrity, and fostered by his care.
The directors return thanks to the subscribers, and to the workers in public works in the city and neighbourhood, for their support during the past year, and repeat their appeal for extended liberality. From the abstract of the treasurer's account, it will be seen that the Infirmary is still almost entirely dependent on annual income, and the ordinary income has not hitherto been sufficient to meet the expenditure. Nor would the directors rest satisfied even with the high position which, through the liberality of the public and the efficiency of the medical staff, the Infirmary has gained, but would desire, by the aid of greater bounty, to press on to higher eminence, and yet more extended charity. To relieve the profession from this anomalous position of hardship, it appears necessary, therefore, to enact?That in every case of death the registrar shall be bound to transmit to the medical man, said to have last seen the deceased, a schedule containing all the particulars enjoined by the act regarding the deceased, excepting the cause of death, the same to be returned with the cause of death filled in, and signed by the medical man.
And it is further only reasonable that the medical attendant shall not be held liable to a penalty, except he fails to certify the cause of death within seven days after receipt of said schedule from the registrar.
Unless some such reasonable amendment in the proposed provisions of the new act be made, there is much reason to fear that the cordial co-operation of the medical profession will not be obtained, without which it is very obvious that the efficient working of the Act will not be secured.
Signed 
